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INSCRIPTIONS OF THE ABHIRAS-SALIENT FEATURES

Of the two inscriptions of this ruling family listed here, No 1 may be assigned to about 200 A.D.
Hence the date occurring here is considered to be of the reign of the king Isvaraseni The palaeography of
the record appears, therefore, not to favour the theory that this ruler was responsible for instituting the so-
called Kalachuri - Chedi era of 249 A.D. Inscription No 2 of Abhlra Vasushena from Nsgarjunakoflda,
.contains the year 30 and this has been attributed to the Kalachun-Chedi era and it, therefore, corresponds
to 279 A.D. If this is so, how he was related to Isvarasena mentioned above is difficult to say.

The script employed in No. 1 is similar to the script of the inscriptions of the Satavahanas occurring
in some of the Buddhist cave-temples of Western India of about the 2nd century A.D. The script of Nos. 2 - 4
is of the 3rd century A.D., being similar to the script of the inscriptions of the Ikshvakus of Nagarjuna-
koflda. These records are in a mixed dialect.

The dating is of the year - season - paksha - day method.

The rulers were endowed with the title of Rajan, and they bore the metronymics like M&dhariputra
and VQsishthlputra. The other offices mentioned here are Mahsgramika, Mahatalavara, and Mahadanda-
nQyaka. An official is seen to have held all these three offices simultaneously. Mention is made of the
office of amatya and the minor office of ganapaka (an accountant or astrologer).

These inscriptions make mention of races like the Sakas and the Yavanas, of the royal dynasty
of Satakarfli, of the clan of Penbideha, of professional people forming themselves into guilds (sreni) like
kulankas (weavers or potters), the odayamtnkas (workers fabricating hydraulic engines), the tila-pishakas
(oil-millers); and vardhamnnaka (sculptor), and ofgotras like Kausika and Bharadvaja, as well as Mathara
and Vasishtha.

Inscription No I records the gift made to the Buddhist Bhikshit-samgha of a vthara, on Tnrasmi-
parvata. The only Buddhist architectural term met with here is vih&ra.

The inscription No. 2 is Vaishnava m character as it refers to PurSfla-Purusha Narayana and
records the installation, rather reinstallation of Ashtabhujasvamin. Interestingly the image of this deity
is stated to have been fashioned out of the Udambara tree (rumbara-bhavd). The two conch-shell inscriptions
indicate that such shells were in use probably for blowing in the shrine of Ashtabhujasvamm. The only
architectural terra occurring here is prakara. Works like repairing and cleaning of wells and the painting
of prakara were in vogue.

Mention is made of KarshQpanas.

The geographical names occurring here include Trirasmiparvata identical with the Pajidulena
hill, Avanti identical with Western MSlava, Samjayapuri identical with Sanjan (?), and Svgtagiri identical
with the hills in the Nagarjunakoflda valley. Mud era is, however, difficult to identify.
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